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ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ADP-00 CIAE-00 PM-07 INR-10 L-03 

NSAE-00 PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 USIA-12 TRSE-00 MBFR-03 

SAJ-01 DODE-OO H-02 NSC-10 SS-15 OMB-01 ABF-01 AID-20 

RSR-01 IO-13 /140W 

043842 

R 101115Z JUL 73 
FM AMEMBASSY VAT, LETT A 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4533 
INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY LISBON 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
AMEMBASSY OSLO 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY REYKJAVIK 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY THEHAGUE 
USCINCUER 
USDOCOSOUTH 
USNMR SHAPE 
USMISSION NATO 

CONFIDENTIAL VALLETTA 1374 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EFIN, MT, NATO 

SUB J : MALTA: ITALIAN PROPOSAL ON SPECIAL PAYMENTS 
REF: USNATO 3206 

1. WE AGREE ENTIRELY WITH U.S. POSITION ON ITALIAN PROPOSAL 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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OUTLINED PARA 7 REFTEL AND APPARENTLY SUPPORTED BY ALL 
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OTHERS INVOLVED. WE RECOMMEND THIS POSITION 
BE MAINTAINED SINCE U.S. WOULD BE THE FIRST VICTIM 
AND INEVITABLY COME UNDER MINTOFF'S GUNS. 

2. AT THE SAME TIME, WE MUST RECOGNIZE THAT WHEN 
MINTOFF ROARS THE ITALIANS TEND TO CRUMBLE, AND IN THIS 
CASE THEY WISH TO ANTICIPATE AND THEREBY AVOID ANOTHER 
ABRASIVE EPISODE. WE SHOULD ALSO EXPECT THAT THE 
ITALIANS WILL ATTEMPT TO FIND SOME WAY TO SWEETEN THE 
POT AND OUR PROBLEM IS TO HAVE ANY SUCH ACTION DIS- 
CONNECTED AND AS FAR REMOVED AS POSSIBLE FROM SPECIAL 
PAYMENTS. 

GETZ 



CONFIDENTIAL 
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